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Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
 

Decisions taken by the Cabinet on Thursday, 22 October 2020 

 

Item Topic Decision 

Part 1 – Items considered in public 

8   Revised Statement of 
Community Involvement 
2020 
 
Subject to call-in: Yes 

RESOLVED – That the Statement of Community Involvement as set out in the report and including the  
amendments as detailed below be adopted.   

1. That the penultimate sentence of paragraph 2.29 be made into a fresh paragraph, and be 
amended to state that the ‘the commitments set out in paras 2.28 and 2.29 will be subject to 
the availability of resources, accommodation and to any restrictions that may be in force (see 
paragraph 3.22 for further details)’ 

2. That paragraph 3.22 be amended to state ‘ There may be consultations where it is not 
possible to meet face-to-face or to publicise consultations by usual means, due to 
circumstances beyond the Council’s control, such as the Covid-19/Coronavirus pandemic, by 
which the Government has imposed restrictions on movement in its efforts to combat the 
virus (see Government Guidance).  In light of any restrictions, the Council will endeavour to 
use appropriate temporary methods for consultation on its own and neighbourhood planning 
documents, such as digital and site notice publications, virtual exhibitions, digital 
consultations, video conferencing, social media and providing documents for inspection on its 
website, to ensure that it remains committed to effective community engagement, in line with 
the most up to date Government Guidance.’ 

3. That paragraph 3.14 be amended to state ‘Proposed to amend so that will include reference 
to the fact that if there any particular groups where communication will be difficult, then 
questions can be taken away from the exhibition and provided back to that group.’ 

4. That paragraph 4.14 be amended to state ‘All members of the public are highly 
recommended to register their interest, and to regularly review the registered email account.  
Registration can be undertaken by clicking here; http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/notify .  
This includes a document which explains clearly, step-by-step, how one can sign up to 
register for these emails, and how site notices are and will be displayed based on site 
configurations.  The document is publicised periodically by the Council, including by social 
media. 

 
REASON FOR DECISION: Approval of the revisions would ensure the changes in both national planning 
guidance and the ways in which the Council engaged with the Community were endorsed.  

 

 

http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/notify
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Item Topic Decision 

Decision Notice published: 
Thursday 22 October 2020 

 

 
Please see below for details of the Council’s call-in procedure. 
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Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
 

Decisions taken by the Cabinet on Thursday, 22 October 2020 

 

Call-in Procedure 
 
Call-in is the procedure whereby a decision of the Cabinet, the Leader or a Portfolio Holder, or a member or officer with delegated executive authority 
(an executive decision), taken but not implemented, may be examined by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee prior to implementation. 
 
This is a power which should only be used in exceptional circumstances and should not be used in respect of day -to-day operational decisions. 
The procedure will not apply to decisions to which the Call-in and Urgency Procedure is applied (Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 14) or to 
recommendations to or decisions of Full Council. 
 
An executive decision can be called in by the date specified below (within five clear working days o f the publication of the decision) by the 
Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee or at least any three (non-Cabinet) members of the Council in accordance with Overview 
and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 12 of the Constitution. 
 
Any request for call-in must be in writing, bearing the signature(s) of the Council member(s) initiating the call-in, or by email which, if from several 
persons, shall require a separate email from each of them. 
 
A request for call-in must state the reason(s) and must meet at least one of the following grounds: 

 (12.6.1) inadequate consultation with stakeholders prior to decision; 

 (12.6.2) the absence of adequate evidence on which to base a decision; 

 (12.6.3) the decision would require a departure from or a change to the agreed budget and policy framework; 

 (12.6.4) the action decided upon would not be proportionate to the desired outcome; 

 (12.6.5) the decision would be open to a human rights challenge; 

 (12.6.6) insufficient consideration of legal and financial advice; or 

 (12.6.7) the decision is not within the Cabinet’s powers or terms of reference or within the portfolio of the Leader or Portfolio Holder or member 
or Officer with delegated executive powers who took it. 

 
Any request in respect of the above decisions must reach the proper officer by: 5pm on Thursday 29 October 2020 
 
Mark O’Callaghan      Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Scrutiny and Engagement Officer    Town Hall 

Tunbridge Wells TN1 1RS 
Email: Scrutiny@TunbridgeWells.gov.uk 


